Researchers exploring mental time travel into the future have emphasized the role played by episodic memory and its cerebral substrates. Recently, owing to controversial findings in amnesic patients, this role has become a matter of intense debate. In order to understand whether episodic memory is indeed crucial to future thinking, we assessed this ability in 11 patients during an episode of transient global amnesia (TGA), a unique and severe amnesic syndrome that primarily affects episodic memory. In the first of two experiments, TGA patients were asked to recall personal past events as well as to imagine personal future events, without any guidance regarding content. Under this condition, compared with controls, they provided fewer past and fewer future events, and the latter were less closely related to their personal goals. Furthermore, TGA patients' descriptions of past and future events were scant, containing fewer descriptive elements in total and fewer internal details. In order to assess whether TGA patients might have been basing their future event narratives on their general knowledge about how these events usually unfold, in our second experiment, we asked them to imagine future events in response to short descriptions of common scenarios. Under this condition, inherently eliciting less detailed descriptions, not only were all the TGA patients able to describe common events as happening in the future, but their narratives contained comparable amounts of internal detail to those of controls, despite being less detailed overall. Taken together, our results indicate that severe amnesia interferes with TGA patients' ability to envisage their personal past and future on a general level as well as in detail, but less severely affects their ability to imagine common scenarios, which are not related to their personal goals, probably owing to their preserved semantic memory, logical reasoning and ability to create vivid mental images.
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Introduction
The concept of mental time travel as a freestanding ability (Suddendorf & Corballis, 1997; Tulving, 1985) has emerged alongside the observation that amnesic patients display disturbed mental simulation of both past and future events. In the first case study to address this issue, Tulving (1985) reported that Patient KC (at that time referred to as NN), who suffered from severe amnesia following a motorcycle accident, was unable to say what he had been doing the previous day and what he would be doing the following day. Tulving (1985) therefore concluded that it is episodic memory that makes mental time travel possible, not only into the past, but also into the future. Subsequently, several other case studies featuring informal assessments have also found that patients with amnesia acquired during adulthood are impaired when it comes to evoking past or future events and situating them in time (Andelman, Hoofien, Goldberg, Aizenstein, & Neufeld, 2010; Klein, Loftus, & Kihlstrom, 2002; Tulving, 1985) . However, the authors of these studies concluded that while the ability to recall past events and the ability to mentally simulate future events are related, the strength of this relationship is open to question (Andelman et al., 2010) .
While informal assessments have mainly focused on appraising amnesic patients' ability to evoke past and future events and quantifying these events, systematic assessments of the content of such events have allowed researchers to gain insight into their qualitative characteristics. For example, a study of eight amnesic 
